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Letter written  to request support for the Clean Power Ordinance  from the maoyr and 

disenting aldermen

Mayor	Rahm	Emanuel
	 121	N	LaSalle	Street
	 Chicago	City	Hall	4th	Floor
	 Chicago,	IL	60602
						
	 Dear	Mayor	Rahm	Emanuel,

This	week	Alderman	Joe	Moore	spoke	to	the	Chicago	News	Co-op	regarding	the	
Clean	Power	ordinance,			“I’m	more	than	happy	to	carry	their	banner,	but	nothing	
gets	passed	in	the	City	Council	without	either	the	mayor’s	support	or	the	support	
of	activists	in	the	community	out	there	banging	the	drums	and	getting	my	col-
leagues	to	sign	on	board…I’m	keeping	my	powder	dry	until	the	coalition	decides	what	they	want	to	do.”		Well	here	
at	the	Chicago	Clean	Power	Coalition,	the	drums	are	beating,	people	are	shouting	and	the	phones	are	ringing	off	the	
hooks.		

	A	recent	poll	found	72%	of	Chicago	voters	said	they	would	support	a	plan	that	reduces	soot	pollution	from	the	coal	
plants	by	90%	and	carbon	dioxide	pollution	by	50%.	The	Chicago	Physicians	for	Social	Responsibility	have	award-
ed	the	coalition’s	efforts	to	improve	public	health.		They	stand	alongside	a	collation	of	nearly	sixty	local	business,	
health,	labor,	environmental	and	community	organizations	supporting	the	ordinance.	.Thousands	of	Chicagoans	
have	shown	their	support	by	demonstrating	in	person,	signing	petitions,	writing	letters	and	making	phone	calls	to	
aldermen, your office and to Edison International.  A sharp majority, thirty-five of the 50 aldermen are co-sponsors 
on	this	landmark	ordinance.	However	as	Alderman	Moore	so	eloquently	stated,	we	need	your	help.		

	Edison	International’s	Fisk	and	Crawford	coal	plants	are	making	Chicagoans	sick	and	fueling	climate	change.	
Their power is sold out of state, the profits go to California-based Edison, while families in Chicago get stuck with 
the	pollution	and	hospital	bills,	and	the	costs	of	an	increasingly	unstable	climate.		It’s	time	for	Edison	to	do	the	
right	thing:	phase	out	these	coal	plants,	protect	workers	and	create	a	safe	and	renewable	energy	future.	Until	then,	
the	people	of	Chicago	are	counting	on	the	City	Council	and	our	mayor	to	hold	Edison	accountable	and	protect		
public	health	by	setting	pollution	limits	for	these	plants.	

Numerous reports by the EPA and other scientific data-gathering investigations over the past ten years have demon-
strated	that	Chicagoans	are	exposed	to	extremely	high	
levels	of	pollution.	Residents	residing	in	the		
vicinity	of	the	plants	are	plagued	by	severe	environ-
mental	health	hazards	that	compromise	their	ability	to	
live	long	and	healthy	lives.		In	2005	the	EPA	recorded	
1,860 tons of particulate matter (soot) coming from the 
Fisk and Crawford coal plants. This figure factors out 
to	11,231	lbs	of	soot	that	goes	into	the	air	our	commu-
nities	breathe	each	day.	Even	just	short-term	exposure	
to	particulate	matter	causes	premature	deaths,	heart-at-
tacks,	increased	hospital	admissions,	asthma	attacks,	
and	irregular	heart	beat.	This	area,	currently	in	violation	
under	the	federal	air	pollution	standard	for	particu-
late	matter,	is	home	to	more	than	13.5	million	people.	
Within	a	stone’s	throw	of	the	plants	are	homes,	parks	
and	schools.	
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     The EPA Toxics Release Inventory in 2009 recorded these figures of pollution emitted from the Fisk and 	
Crawford	power	plants:	11,300	tons	of	sulphur	dioxide,	3,000	tons	of	nitrogen	oxide,	86	lbs	of	mercury,	and	4.8	
million	tons	of	carbon	dioxide.	The	2010	Clean	Air	Task	Force	report	“The	Toll	from	Coal”	stated	that	the	pollu-
tion	from	Fisk	and	Crawford	contribute	to	42	deaths,	66	heart	attacks,	720	asthma	attacks,	31	hospital	admissions	
and	26	cases	of	chronic	bronchitis	each	year.	Additionally	the	plants	release	over	5	million	tons	of	CO2	pollution,	
the	equivalent	of	over	870,000	cars	on	the	road.	If	current	carbon	emissions	are	left	unchecked,	by	the	end	of	the	
century	Chicago	could	experience	hotter	summers,	and	more	deadly	heat	waves	that	could	cause	between	166-2,217	
deaths	per	year.	Chicago	would	have	worse	air	and	water	quality,	lower	lake	levels	and	less	frequent,	but	heavier	
rains causing flash floods and potential property damage.

      The local benefits of the plants are negligible and they are a proven fiscal drain on our city. The coal is mined in 
Wyoming, the power is sold out of state and the profits go to a company in California. Chicago is left with one thing 
– the pollution. According to the National Research Council, Fisk and Crawford are responsible for over $120 mil-
lion	per	year	in	health	and	related	costs.	Additionally,	the	City	of	Chicago’s	own	research	shows	that	by	the	end	of	
the century the cost of climate change impacts on City departments alone would be between $690 million and $2.54 
billion.	

					Pursuant	to	its	home	rule	authority,	the	City	can	adopt	
regulations	for	the	protection	of	the	public	health,	safety	
and	welfare	of	its	residents.	Chicago	already	has	regulated	
air	pollutants	and	particulate	matter	through	its	Air	Quality	
Ordinance.		The	Clean	Power	Ordinance	sets	standards	for	
both fine particle matter (soot) and carbon dioxide:

•	 PM/PM10	limit	of	.015	lb/MMBtu:	This	is	a	90%	
reduction	over	the	current	PM/PM10	limit	and	equivalent	
to the standard that is widely set for new coal fired power 
plants.	
•	 PM2.5	limit	of	.010	lb/MMBtu:	The	plants	have	no	
PM2.5 limit now; this PM2.5 limit is critical because fine 
particle	pollution	poses	a	very	serious	threat	to	the	health	
(especially respiratory health) of local residents. 
•	 CO2	limit	of	120.36	lbs/MMBtu:	This	is	equivalent	to	
that	of	a	natural	gas	plant.	

						Although	the	ordinance	prohibits	switching	to	another	
coal-derived	fuel	or	high-carbon	fuel	as	a	means	of	complying	with	or	avoiding	the	ordinance,	natural	gas	(which	is	
not a high-carbon fuel) can be used to comply. Both plants are capable of switching to natural gas. 

						A	four	year	phase-in	process	gives	the	owners	of	the	plants	adequate	time	to	comply.	The	ordinance	requires,	
on a monthly and annual basis, certified reports on emissions testing, emissions monitoring, and compliance with 
limits.	The	ordinance	provides	the	City	Commissioner	of	the	Environment	with	enforcement	authority.	It	also	
identifies what constitutes a violation and contains a schedule of penalties.  As you can see the goals set forth by the 
ordinance are both realistic to accomplish and would have a significant impact on the health and well-being of the 
people	of	Chicago.		

					It	is	evident	by	your	actions	that	you	care	deeply	about	the	people	of	Chicago.		Your	efforts	in	improving	bicycle	
infrastructure	prove	that	you	clearly	intend	for	Chicago	to	stand	up	to	its	reputation	as	a	“green”	city.	In	a	recent	
statement	from	your	spokeswoman	Tarrah	Cooper,	you	indicated	that	“Midwest	Generation	must	clean	up	these	two	



plants,	either	by	installing	the	necessary	infrastructure	to	dramatically	reduce	the	pollution	they	emit,	or	by	convert-
ing	to	natural	gas	or	another	clean	fuel.”		You	pledged	to	work	closely	with	State	and	Federal	regulators	and	the	City	
Council	to	ensure	it	happens.”	

What	better	way	to	accomplish	this	goal	than	by	passing	the	Clean	Power	Ordinance?		You	have	garnered	a	reputation	
for	action.	You	are	not	the	type	of	mayor	to	deliberate	needlessly	or	to	pass	the	buck	to	other	lawmakers	on	a	state	or	
federal	level.	Countless	times	as	mayor	you	have	stepped	in	and	have	taken	swift	decisive	action	to	improve	our	city.	
This	ordinance	is	in	line	with	that	philosophy.		You	have	the	right	and	responsibility	to	protect	the	public	health	and	
the	environment	of	our	city.		The	people	of	Chicago	are	counting	on	you	to	ensure	that	their	right	to	breathe	clean	air	
is	upheld.	
		

	 Sincerely,
			Clean	Power	Coalition	Chicago

Excerpts from Letters to  
Disenting Aldermen

John A. Pope
As	a	member	of	the	Southeast	Envi-
ronmental	Task	Force	(which	by	the	
way	is	a	collation	partner	supporting	
the Clean Power Ordinance) and the 
Calumet	Ecological	Park	Association,	
it	is	evident	that	you	care	deeply	about	
protecting	public	health	and	environmental	stewardship.	Your	efforts	to	support	wetland	protection	in	the	Harbour	
Point Estates Redevelopment, your endorsement of Lake Calumet stewardship and the banning of landfills in your 
ward	are	commendable.		By	endorsing	the	Clean	Power	Ordinance	you	will	extend	your	stewardship	to	the	air	we	
breathe.		

James Balcer
As	a	member	of	Committee	on	Health	and	Environmental	Protection,	and	a	co-sponsor	of	the	ordinance	to	clean	
up	Chicago	Area	Waterway	systems,	it	is	evident	that	you	care	deeply	about	protecting	public	health	and	envi-
ronmental stewardship. Your efforts to support the redevelopment of brown fields and development of the Sterns 
Quarry	Park	are	commendable.		Perhaps	most	critical	to	whether	you	support	the	Clean	Power	Ordinance	is	the	
fact	that	your	ward	is	one	of	those	directly	affected	by	the	pollutants	emitted	by	the	coal	plants.	A	recent	asthma	
screening in Pilsen found that half of the children tested to show symptoms of the disease (10 out of 20).  Would 
tests	done	on	children	from	Brighton	Park,	Bridgeport,	McKinley	Park	and	other	neighborhoods	in	your	ward	
show	similar	results?		The	answer	is	likely	to	be,	“yes.”	However	you	can	prevent	further	health	problems	and	
protect	the	air	breathed	by	yourself	and	your	constituents	by	endorsing	the	Clean	Power	Ordinance.	

	Ed Burke
Alderman	Burke,	in	2002	you	piloted	the	original	Clean	Power	Ordinance.		You	stood	up	for	the	rights	of	Chica-
goans	to	breathe	clean	air	by	demanding	that	the	Fisk	and	Crawford	plants	cut	their	sulfur-dioxide	and	nitrogen-
dioxide	emission	by	up	to	90	percent.		Your	efforts	were	commendable.	It	is	evident	that	you	care	deeply	about	
protecting	public	health	and	environmental	stewardship.		Although,	your	efforts	came	to	naught	in	2002,	there	is	a	
new atmosphere in the City Council now. Thirty-five of your fellow aldermen are co-sponsoring the ordinance.  It 
is	extremely	surprising	that	your	name	is	not	among	them.		You	blazed	the	trail	for	this	landmark	ordinance,	now	
it	is	time	to	march	down	it.	Please	continue	the	important	work	you	began	nearly	a	decade	ago!			



Latasha Thomas
Alderman	Thomas,	as	a	co-sponsor	of	the	ordinance	to	clean	up	the	Chicago	Area	Waterway	system	and	an	advo-
cate	of	clean	energy	innovation,	it	is	evident	that	you	care	deeply	about	protecting	public	health	and	environmental	
stewardship.		During	your	campaign	you	spoke	of	a	desire	for	the	utilization	of	waste	products	to	produce	clean	
energy. Perhaps you were referring to a methane gas extraction from landfills such as the kind used by Renewable 
Solutions	Plant	in	Winder,	GA	that	produces	2.5.	million	cubic	feet	of	pipe-line-quality	natural	gas	from	methane	
gasses extracted from the Oak Grove landfill?  That is the kind of innovation that we need if this city is to live up to 
its	promise	to	be	the	“Greenest	City	in	the	Nation.”		It	is	also	all	the	more	reason	to	start	phasing	out	the	old,	pollu-
tion	producing,	non-renewable	resources	such	as	coal.		Please	stand	up	for	the	right	of	Chicagoan’s	to	breathe	clean	
air	and	for	a	green	energy	future	by	supporting	the	Clean	Power	Ordinance.		

Deborah Graham
Alderman	Graham,	you	have	made	public	health	a	priority	in	your	ward	by	encouraging	community	and	backyard	
gardens.	As	someone	who	realizes	the	connections	between	nutrition,	prevention	and	good	health,	protecting	the	air	
we	breathe	is	logical	next	step.	You	mentioned	that	access	to	fresh	fruits	and	vegetables	is	one	way	you’re	hoping	
to	battle	high	occurrences	of	violence,	diabetes,	breast	cancer	and	foreclosures,	will	you	help	protect	Chicagoans	
from	other	dangerous	health	risks	such	as	asthma,	heart	attacks	and	increased	vulnerability	due	to	climate	change?		

Ray Suarez
Alderman	Suarez,	you	have	made	public	health	a	priority	in	your	ward	by	hosting	your	annual	children’s	health	
fair.	As	someone	who	realizes	the	connections	between	prevention	and	good	health,	protecting	the	air	we	breathe	is	
logical	next	step.	The	vital	health	screenings,	immunizations	and	information	on	programs	and	services	available	
to	residents	are	an	excellent	way	of	preventing	illness	and	discovering	health	problems	before	they	become	serious.	
Will	you	help	protect	Chicagoans	from	other	dangerous	health	risks	such	as	asthma	and	heart	attacks	by	ensuring	
that	the	air	they	breathe	is	clean	of	pollutants?		

Margaret Laurino
Alderman	Laurino,	you	have	pledged	to	look	beyond	the	needs	of	your	ward—“to	work	tirelessly	on	citywide	is-
sues	that	affect	quality	of	life	for	all	citizens.”	Never	was	there	a	more	singular	example	of	how	one	change—regu-
lation	of	pollutants	from	these	two	plants—could	improve	the	lives	of	millions.		Your	advocacy	for	alternative	
biofuels	that	utilize	waste	plant	products	and	support	of	plastic	shopping	bag	recycling	prove	that	you	are	ready	
to	re-imagine	a	greener	future	for	our	city.		And	your	battle	to	solve	the	food	dessert	problem	in	underserved	com-
munities	is	proof	that	you	care	deeply	about	the	protecting	public	health.	If	access	to	fresh	fruits	and	vegetables	can	
change	a	person’s	health	and	well	being,	imagine	what	access	to	clean	air	can	accomplish!		

Brendan Reilly
As	a	former	environmental	policy	analyst	you	collaborated	with	lawmakers,	environmentalists	and	the	Illinois	EPA	
and	Department	of	Natural	Resources	to	help	shape	efforts	by	state	government	to	protect	our	air	and	water.		As	a	
Chicago	alderman	you	have	continued	this	mission	by	endorsing	safety	and	infrastructure	improvements	such	as	
bike	lanes	and	pedestrian	cross	walks,	thus	encouraging	people	to	use	alternative	forms	of	transportation,	reducing	
traffic and the resulting pollution.  On the Green Chicago website for your ward it says, “Alderman Reilly is com-
mitted	to	protecting	our	air	and	water	and	preserving	our	parks	and	open	spaces.”		It	is	evident	you	that	you	care	
deeply	about	protecting	public	health	and	environmental	stewardship.		There	is	no	better	way	to	protect	our	air	than	
to	regulate	the	pollution	that	despoils	it,	threatens	the	health	and	wellbeing	of	the	people	of	our	city	and	increases	
our	vulnerability	to	damages	from	climate	change.		Will	you	stand	up	to	the	commitment	you	have	made	and	con-
tinue	to	protect	the	right	of	Chicagoans	breathe	clean	air?		
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